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THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
Service of the Word  Christian Worship, p. 38 

The Service of the Word © Northwestern Publishing House 1993. All rights reserved.   
Used by permission, including hymns 190, 255, 233, 401, and 768 Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-714955 

 

OPENING HYMN  190 - We Now Implore God the Holy Ghost 
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INVOCATION 

 

Minister The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

 

Congregation   And also with you.  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 
M We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his 

dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 

punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 

C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I 

have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting 

in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. 

Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

M God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own 

dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C Amen. 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

M In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord 
 

Open now thy gates of beauty; Zion, let me enter there, 

Where my soul in joyful duty Waits for him who answers prayer. 

Oh, how blessed is this place, Filled with solace, light, and grace! 

 

Here thy praise is gladly chanted; Here thy seed is duly sown. 

Let my soul, where it is planted, Bring forth precious sheaves alone, 

So that all I hear may be Fruitful unto life in me.  (255:1,3) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M Let us pray.  O God, you rule over all things in wisdom and kindness. Take away 

everything that may be harmful and give us whatever is good; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

 
 

THE WORD 
FIRST LESSON  1 Kings 8:22, 23, 41-43 
At the dedication of the Temple, Solomon prays that those not of Israel might use it, too. 

 
1 KINGS 8:22 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in front of the whole 

assembly of Israel, spread out his hands toward heaven 23 and said:  

       “O LORD, God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven above or on earth 

below—you who keep your covenant of love with your servants who continue 

wholeheartedly in your way. 
41 “As for the foreigner who does not belong to your people Israel but has come from 

a distant land because of your name- 42 for men will hear of your great name and your 

mighty hand and your outstretched arm—when he comes and prays toward this temple,  
43 then hear from heaven, your dwelling place, and do whatever the foreigner asks of you, 

so that all the peoples of the earth may know your name and fear you, as do your own 

people Israel, and may know that this house I have built bears your Name. 
 

 

PSALM 100        233 – All People that on Earth do Dwell 
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SECOND LESSON   Galatians 1:1-10 
Paul speaks stern words to the Galatians, Gentiles who were in danger of losing the true 

Word. 
 

GALATIANS 1:1Paul, an apostle—sent not from men nor by man, but by Jesus Christ and 

God the Father, who raised him from the dead— 2and all the brothers with me,  

      To the churches in Galatia:  

 3Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4who gave 

himself for our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of our 

God and Father, 5to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 6I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the 

grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 7which is really no gospel at all. 

Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the 

gospel of Christ. 8But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other 

than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned! 9As we have already 

said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you 

accepted, let him be eternally condemned!  

 10Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to please 

men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a servant of Christ. 
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VERSE OF THE DAY         

 
 

GOSPEL  Luke 7:1-10 
Christ commends the Roman centurion, a Gentile, for his faith. 

 
LUKE 7:1When Jesus had finished saying all this in the hearing of the people, he entered 

Capernaum. 2There a centurion’s servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and 

about to die. 3The centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, 

asking him to come and heal his servant. 4When they came to Jesus, they pleaded 

earnestly with him, “This man deserves to have you do this, 5because he loves our nation 

and has built our synagogue.” 6So Jesus went with them.  He was not far from the house 

when the centurion sent friends to say to him: “Lord, don’t trouble yourself, for I do not 

deserve to have you come under my roof. 7That is why I did not even consider myself 

worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my servant will be healed. 8For I myself 

am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and 

that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”  

 9When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following 

him, he said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.” 10Then the men 

who had been sent returned to the house and found the servant well. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  401 - Your Works, Not Mine, O Christ 
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SERMON 
Galatians 1:1-10 

 

There is Only One Way to “Live Free” 
 

 

 

 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH – THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church,  

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

FRIENDSHIP REGISTER and GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 

 

MUSICAL OFFERTORY 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For peace in the world, for peace in the Church, for peace in the home and for peace in 

our lives, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the gift of divine pardon and for the renewal of our hearts, that we may love the Lord 

with all that we are and all that we have, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the nations and those who govern them, for our own country and leaders, for our 

cities and communities, for good laws and faithful citizens, and for the common welfare 

of us all, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For seasonable weather, for the fruitfulness of the earth, for honest industry and labor, 

and for wisdom to use these resources well, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the poor and those in need, for the unemployed and underemployed, for the hungry 

and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for those in prison, let us pray to the 

Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the sick and those who suffer, for the grieving in their loss, and for the dying in their 

last days on earth, [especially __________] let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For those who care for the sick and those who attend to the dying; for those who provide 

child care; and for police, firefighters, emergency medical personnel and disaster-relief 

workers, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For thankful hearts at all of God’s gifts, and for the grace of giving that we may return to 

Him the tithes and offerings He is due, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the witness of the saints, let us give thanks and pray the Lord to grant us at the last a 

good death and our part and fellowship with those who have gone before, let us pray to 

the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For all these things and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, 

have mercy. 

 

To You, O Lord, be glory and honor, now and forevermore. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 

forever.  Amen. 

 

SERMON HYMN 768 - How Firm a Foundation 
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PRAYER 

M Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and 

do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 

strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

  

 

BLESSING 
M Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  

 Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
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CLOSING HYMN      Standing on the Promises  
Text: R. Kelso Carter, Public Domain 

 
Sung by Small Group Choir 

  

1  Standing on the promises of Christ my king,    

 through eternal ages let his praises ring;   

 glory in the highest, I will shout and sing,   

 standing on the promises of God.  

 

Refrain: 

 Standing, standing, 

 standing on the promises of God my Savior; 

 standing, standing, 

 I’m standing on the promises of God. 

 

2  Standing on the promises that cannot fail, 

 when the howling storms of doubt and fear assail, 

 by the living Word of God I shall prevail, 

 standing on the promises of God.  

[Refrain] 

 

3  Standing on the promises of Christ the Lord, 

 bound to him eternally by love’s strong cord, 

 overcoming daily with the Spirit’s sword, 

 standing on the promises of God.  

[Refrain] 

 

4  Standing on the promises I cannot fall, 

 List’ning every moment to the Spirit’s call, 

 resting in my Savior as my all in all, 

 standing on the promises of God.  

[Refrain] 

 

 

 

 

 After worship, please feel free to stay and greet your neighbors. 

 


